
Phrases and Clauses 

Directions: Label the underlined group of words as (a) phrase, (b) main clause, or (c) subordinate clause.

1. When they saw the airplane commercial, they knew they had to take a vacation.

2. With spring break approaching quickly, Tad and Teresa had to start planning.

3. Although Teresa enjoys the city, Tad has a weakness for the woods.

4. Teresa grew up on a farm that belonged to her uncle Jesco.

5. Like a dog she herded sheep every day.

6. During her sophomore year of high school, the family finally got indoor plumbing.

7. Teresa vowed that when she called the shots, there would be no necessary time outdoors.

8. Tad grew up on the city where tall buildings shadow every block.

9. As a child, he longed for open meadows.

10. Unable to reach a compromise, Teresa and Tad took separate vacations.

11. Ricky knew he must be a racecar drive even though his father, grandfather, and great 

grandfather had suffered injury doing the same.

12. He had grown up in the pits; it was in his blood.

13. He loved fast cars and beautiful women, which scared his mother to death.

14. Although Ricky took driver’s education three times before passing, he never lost sight of 

his dream.

15. Before he acquired his driver’s license, he spent many hours at the go-cart track.

16. Although he wasn’t quite sure what it meant, Ricky often said, “ A racer is as a racer 

does.”

17. By age seventeen, Ricky had wrecked twelve cars.

18.  Though few today race bumper cars competitively, Ricky was sure the idea would catch 

on when he opened Ricky’s Bumper Racing World.

